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News and Notes 
ADVOCATIONS—SEPTEMBER 2015 

The cartoon at left, from Dave 
Walker of CartoonChurch.com, 
makes an important point 
about the church with Walker’s 
characteristic gentle humor.  
Although a conventional church 
building appears nowhere in 
the image, the church is 
present everywhere – from the 
bench at the bus stop, to the 
top of the skyscraper, to the 
woman pushing the stroller, to 
behind the desk in the office. 

We may think of “church” as 
“what we do on Sunday mornings, in a particular place, with a particular group of 
people” but if our faith is restricted to that time and place, it is hard to see how it 
does much good to us or anyone else.  There is nothing wrong with going to church 
to be fed, but what are we being fed for?  How does our faith affect the choices we 
make in daily life, the way we approach work, family life, our decisions about how to 
spend our money and our leisure time?  How does what we do together on Sunday 
mornings make a difference for the lives of people in our local community who are 
hungry, sick, hopeless, or lonely? 

This came up on Saturday, August 22, at our first conversation with Canon Hannah 
Anderson.  There was a good turnout and an honest conversation, and toward the 
end we asked ourselves the very important question:  what are we being the church 
FOR? 

Before every Sunday service, I pray with the acolyte, LEM and choir.  The beginning 
of the prayer varies according to the season and the day’s scriptures, but the end is 
always:  “… and may we go forth into the world to share your [God’s] love with 
everyone we meet, in Jesus’ name.  Amen.” 

That, after all, is the point of church – to strengthen us for lives lived in the 
conscience presence of God and for service in the world.  As the “program year” 
starts up again this year, let us reflect on how we can make that a reality, as 
individuals, and as a congregation. 

In God’s peace, 

Grace+ 
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COMMUNITY FORA WITH HANNAH ANDERSON 

This past Saturday’s community forum with 
Hannah Anderson was a time of honest 
sharing about the parish's story and current 
situation. The group agreed that we need to 
gather again sooner than originally planned, 
so Canon Hannah will be with us again for 
worship on Sunday, September 13 and for 
a conversation following the 9:30 service. 
Please plan to attend!  

Also, put the dates for the remainder of the fora on your calendar now!  

Holy Listening:  October 24 
Holy Evaluation/Assessing:  December 5 
Discovery of Gifts:  February 20 
Discernment of the Call to Church of the Holy Spirit:  April 30 
 
The more of us gather for these important conversations, the better we 
will do at deepening our commitment to God and to each other and 
discerning how the Holy Spirit, our patron, is moving in our lives and 
calling us to God’s work here in Plymouth and the surrounding area in 
2015 and beyond. 

READERS & NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

We are looking once again for 
readers for several Sundays 

this month. If you're available 
to read any date in September, 

please contact us at the office 
to sign up! 

And, yes, it's time to begin 
thinking about back to school, even though it seems impossible that 

September is approaching! We'll be looking once again for nursery 

volunteers for Sundays, so if you're Safe Church trained and would like to 
help out, please contact Melissa at the office. Thank you for helping!  

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE PLYMOUTH CROP 

WALK! 

 
Save the date for the Plymouth Crop Walk on September 27 at 1 p.m. The 
walk is organized by the Plymouth Congregational Church. Spread the 

word, and stay tuned for more details! 
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A PRAYER FOR THE SEASON: O God, you are always creating us anew:  Pour your blessing on this congregation 
of the Church of the Holy Spirit. Lead us in the path you would have us walk. Show us how to grow in love and 
honesty as a community of faith. And reveal to us the ways you are calling us to serve, in this place and at this 
time; that whatever we build may be built to your glory alone. Amen. 

For over a decade, PSU students have 

taken an annual day trip called 
Walking with Boston's Homeless, in 

which they take a tour of downtown 
Boston with people who are currently 

or formerly homeless. The students 
get the answers to questions such as 

"Where do you go at night?" "How do 

you keep warm?" "Where do you find 
food?" "What do you do when it 

rains?" "How do you wash up?" 
Students call this trip "eye-opening" 

and "life-changing," as they learn to 
care about people they may have 

never noticed or didn't want to know 
before. Churches in Plymouth support 

the students by donating useful items 

the students can give to homeless 
people they meet as they walk past 

sidewalk benches and lawns in parks 
where homeless people relax. This 

year we are collecting dark, adult 
backpacks and athletic bags; new 

men’s underwear in L and XL sizes; 

and new lightweight wool socks (for 
example, SmartWool) in men’s sizes. 

Starting this Sunday, drop off items in 
boxes located at the back of the 

church. Donations will be accepted 
until Sunday, September 20. If 

questions, contact us at the office!  

FAMILY WORSHIP CONTINUES FOR FALL 

HELP US HELP THE HOMELESS! 

Summer is on its way out, and that 

means (among many other things) 
that Family Worship is back at the 

Holderness School for the school year 
and next meets on September 9 at 

5:30 p.m. Join us for dinner in Weld 
Hall, and stay for the story! Check out 

the fall schedule! 

 

September 9 – Abraham 

September 23 – Jacob 
September 30 – Joseph 

October 14 – Exodus I 
October 28 – Exodus II 

November 11 – Ruth 
November 18 – Samuel 

December 3 – Daniel 

*December 17 – Advent/Christmas 
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We are now on our third trip through many of these stories and I look forward to 
doing activities that engage the kids at a deeper level now that most are reading! 

Additional activities: 

Halloween/All Saints’ party: Saturday, October 31 
Family Sundays: Advent I, November 29 

Christmas pageant – TBA 

UPCOMING SAFE 

CHURCH TRAININGS 

Are you due for a Safe Church 

refresher this year? Or would you 

like to help out in the Nursery this 
fall, but need to be Safe Church 

trained? There will be a Safe 
Church training at CHS this fall, 

on October 17, so now’s the 
perfect time to sign up! If you’re 
interested, please call Lynn Eaton 

at the Diocese at 224-1914.  

If you would like to attend a 
training but can’t make it on 

October 17, there are other 
trainings throughout the state: 
September 12 at St. Paul’s in 

Concord, October 3 at All Saint’s 
in Littleton, October 10 at St. 

James’ in Keene, and October 31 
at St. Matthew’s in Goffstown. 



SEPTEMBER 

CELEBRATIONS 

 

Happy Birthday!! 

Brendon Hoch 

Sandra Adams 

Emma Horton 

John McGovern 

Kassidy Day 

Ryan Blais 

Lew Overaker 

Janet Carlisle 

Frank Griswold 

Peggy Horton 

Jim Ciemniewski 

Lynn Katon 

Frankie Witmer 

Phoebe Day 

Suki Brown 

Betty Batchelder 

 

Happy Anniversary!! 

Pam & Fred Gould 

Doug & Sharon Smith 

 

BLESSING OF THE 
ANIMALS 

 
The Blessing of the Animals 
will take place on Sunday, 

October 4. All pets welcome!  

FAMILY FUN DAY A SUCCESS! 

The Family Fun Day committee would like to extend a 

HUGE thank you to everyone who attended, as well 
as all who volunteered their time, talent, and 

resources to make the Second Annual Family Fun Day 
a success. With your help, Family Fun Day raised over 

$700 for the Church—wow!! 

Everyone who came stayed for a while to enjoy the 

festivities; kids and adults made paper airplanes to 

fly; the puppet show was fantastic; and folks enjoyed 
a lively game of musical chairs. Bidding was brisk at 

the Silent Auction was a success, and many happy 
winners are enjoying their items! We couldn’t have 

done it without you!! 
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TEN TALENTS UPDATE 

We have just a few weeks left for the 

Ten Talents Fundraiser; how are things 
going for you? You have until 

September 13th to get creative and 
multiply your talents to benefit the 

Church of the Holy Spirit! If you've 

been saving up your funds to turn in at 

the end of the fundraiser, you can 

bring it with you to church on the 13th 
or mail it in afterward. We'll have an 

update later this month, including the 
winners!  

Don’t forget to check the upcoming events on the back page of News and 
Notes! Got news and photos of your own? We’d love to hear from you! 

Plymouth’s Town-Wide Yard Sale is fast approaching, on 

September 12th. Have you donated your unused items? There is 
a signup sheet at the back of the church for volunteers; sign up 

to price items the Thursday and Friday before the sale, set up 
on Saturday morning, be a cashier or salesperson, or clean up 

on Saturday afternoon! It’s fun—and great exercise!! 

VOLUNTEER AT THE TOWN WIDE YARD SALE! 
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We are looking for 2 volunteers for 

postcard ministry for December 
and November. You only need to 

do one of the two months, and it’s 
easy and fun! Writing birthday, 

anniversary, and thinking of you 
cards would be a great family 

project! To volunteer, please 

contact Kathy Lennox at 536-4779. Also, several parishioners have 
brought in cards and postcards; we so appreciate it! Do you have 

extra blank cards lying around? Please consider donating them to 
the Postcard Ministry!  

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 

LOVE WRITING? TRY THE POSTCARD 

MINISTRY 

Our church book group is in the process of choosing our next book, 

so stay tuned for the selection and dates coming up this month! We 
typically meet on alternate Wednesdays; we hope you will be able to 

join us. Contact the office (536-1321) for more details.  



COMING UP SOON! 
 
September 2: Healing Service, 12:30 p.m., 263 Highland St. 

September 3: ECW Meeting, 12:00 p.m., Griswold Hall 

September 9: Family Worship, Jacob, 5:30 p.m., Holderness School 

September 10-11: Pricing/Sorting for Town Wide Yard Sale, Griswold Hall 

September 12 : Town Wide Yard Sale, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Griswold Hall 

September 12: Safe Church Training, 9:00 a.m., St. Paul’s, Concord 

September 13: Worship and Conversation with Hannah Anderson, 9:30 a.m., 170 Main St. 

September 23: Family Worship: Joseph, 5:30 p.m., Holderness School 

September 24: ECW Book Sale, 3-6 p.m., Griswold Hall 

September 27: Plymouth Crop Walk, 1:00 p.m., Main St. Plymouth 

October 4: Blessing of the Animals, 9:30 a.m., 263 Highland St. 

 

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS 
 
Morning Prayer: 8:30 a.m.Tues-Fri, CLC 

AA: 7 a.m. Mon-Fri, Griswold Hall 
         7 p.m. Wed, Griswold Hall 
Al-Anon: 7 p.m. Mon-Griswold Hall 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

PO BOX 68 

PLYMOUTH, NH 03264 


