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One of the most embarrassing moments ever for me in church occurred many years ago when 

my mind just went blank and I could not remember something I obviously knew.  Now this wasn’t a 

sign of my advancing age, because it happened at least a quarter century ago, but I’ve never forgotten 

it.  The embarrassment involved my inability to answer the question of a little girl, who must have 

been about five years old at the time. 

Anyway, at announcement time, this little girl, sitting in one of the front pews, got my 

attention, pointed to the cross hanging at the front of the church, and asked “What do those letters 

above Jesus mean?”  I.N.R.I  Well, my mind went blank, and I couldn’t think of the answer.  What 

they stand for, of course, are the first letters of four Latin words that translate “Jesus of Nazareth, King 

of the Jews.” 

Those words, you may recall, were on the sign that the gospels tell us Pilate instructed be hung 

over Jesus at his crucifixion: “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.    Perhaps my sudden forgetfulness 

had something to do with the juxtaposition of those two words, Jesus and king, for they hardly seem 

to go together.  But that is the subject of our readings on this, the final Sunday of the Church Year, the 

day often referred to as “Christ the King Sunday.” 
 

The Feast of Christ the King, which focuses our thoughts this morning on the kingship of 

Christ, is a rather new phenomenon, only some ninety years old.  In Church history, that’s not very 

long.  Back in 1925, Pope Pius XI proclaimed that the final Sunday of the Church Year would be 

celebrated as Christ the King Sunday.  And he did so mainly to counter the political forces of the mid 

1920’s that were attempting to hold up people like Mussolini and Hitler as popular saviors.   

In the 20th century, following the first Great War, western nations were turning away from the 

rule of kings.  But the Pope sought to have Christians remember the one to whom we offer our 

ultimate allegiance, the one who is ultimately the king of our faith, the one of whom we can say, “we 

are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his flock.” 
 

Any of you who grew up in the South, or who may have spent time in the South, will be 

familiar with the question, “who are your people?”   The question seeks to know one’s family name 

and perhaps the location of one’s heritage.  Oh, she is one of the Wingards from over Lexington way.  

Or, he is one of the Crosses from New Orleans.    

In some of the cities of the north, you may hear someone speak of “my people,” usually 

referring to a common ethnic or cultural group. 

Christ the King has made all of us “his people,” a people of a kingdom where all are welcome, 

where all are valued and all are cherished, a kingdom ruled by the one of whom we can 

unashamedly say, he is our “King of kings and Lord of lords,” the compassionate one who welcomed 

the stranger, who answered the prayers of the foreign woman and forgave the guilty. 
 

In the Book of Revelation, written in a time of worldwide upheaval, the author looked beyond 

the present difficulties of this age, to a vision of a coming kingdom of Jesus, whom he described as 

“the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth,” and a vision of the 

God who declares all this, “the Alpha and the Omega [the beginning and the end], who is - and who was - 

and who is to come.” 
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Today, many people might wince at the apocalyptic language of Revelation, but the ideas 

behind it aren’t so strange.  If God, indeed, is the Alpha and the Omega, if God is the beginning and 

the end, then what that means is that the end of time will be part of God’s mystery - just as it was in 

the beginning.  And it also means that the end of my time will also be in God’s hands. 
 

Last week, when Lynn and I were at a meeting of chaplains who deal with the retired, we were 

reminded of the importance of having a will or trust, of naming someone as Durable Power of 

Attorney for each of us, and also, as a kindness to your children, doing some funeral planning and 

indicating just what you might want at the time of your death. 

Most people don’t want to do that, as if, superstitiously, it might somehow hasten their 

demise.  Others don’t want to talk about death or prepare for funerals because it somehow seems 

scary, or dark, or morbid. 

Some of those may be the same people who would never attend Good Friday services because 

they are too ‘sad.’ But they forget the ‘good’ in Good Friday, the words of Jesus from the cross: 

“Father, forgive them,” or “Today you will be with me in Paradise,” words of forgiveness, acceptance and 

love that remind us just what kind of God is the Alpha and the Omega. 
 

For some, the notion of the end of our lives or the end of time conjures up a fearful day of 

judgment, a violent time when God will choose the blessed for heaven and leave the rest behind.   But 

that, to me, is not the real hope of Christians.   If the loving God - who caused the magnificence of 

creation - is both the beginning and the end, then we should look forward to that new kingdom, 

where enemies bury their swords, where there will be no tears, and when Christ’s coming will be 

recognized as part of God’s love for all, and not just a few.    And if, indeed, there is a judgment, we 

trust and believe that the one of will judge us most finally - is the one who loves us most fully. 
 

The gospel lesson for today comes from John’s account of Good Friday, when Jesus has been 

brought into the presence of Pontius Pilate.  Jesus, at the conclusion of Holy Week, was handed over 

to the Romans in hopes that he would suffer the most shameful and painful of deaths.  But, according 

to this account from the church of the evangelist John, Pilate is perplexed and very curious about this 

gentle man, who hardly seems like a terrorist, let alone a rival king.  So he seeks to interrogate Jesus.  

All four gospels quote Pilate’s question, “Are you the king of the Jews?”  Yet it is only John who 

records Jesus’ lengthy response.    

At first, Jesus does not answer the question directly, instead saying “my kingship is not from this 

world.”   In so doing, Jesus admits that he does have something to do with a kingdom, but he tells the 

Roman governor that he’s got the wrong picture.  Jesus may be a revolutionary, but he is not one who 

would use force to assume a throne. 

Still, Pilate can only imagine a political context for kingship, and he presses Jesus further.  “So 

you are a king?”  To which Jesus replies, “For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to 

the truth.  Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

Our reading today stops just short of Pilate’s next question to Jesus, but that shouldn’t keep us 

from asking “What is truth?”  What is Jesus’ truth?    

Is it, as John’s gospel would elsewhere have us believe, that no one comes to God, except by 

Jesus?    Does Jesus’ truth exclude all the other religious traditions of the world?  Is there no truth in 
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Hinduism, Buddhism, or Islam?  Are we the only ones who can lay claim to having the truth?  And 

what truth is it that Jesus would want us to know? 

As someone has put it, is the truth of Jesus something we can easily quantify as a set of true or 

false statements? 

       True or false:  ‘Believing in Jesus is the only way into heaven.’ 

       True or false:  ‘To be a Christian, each of us has to have made a one time acceptance of Jesus as 

my personal Savior.’ 

      True or false:  ‘My faith is between me and God, and no one else.’ 

None of these statements, it seems to me, has a corner on the truth of the one who is the Alpha and the 

Omega, who was -- and is - and is to come.” 
 

In the gospels of Mathew, Mark and Luke, Jesus rarely if ever points to himself.  Instead, he is 

always pointing to God.  Still people then, all the way up to Pontius Pilate, wanted to talk about who 

Jesus was. Was he a prophet?  Was he the Messiah?  Was he the Son of God?  But the truth that Jesus 

seemed most concerned to share was truth about God, truth about God’s radical love for each and 

everyone, a truth that says that God loves us so much that grace is extended to each and every one of 

us. 
 

The great philosopher Yogi Berra was once quoted as saying, “If you don’t know where you’re 

going, you’re likely to wind up someplace else.”    

What Jesus came to offer once and all - was a way, a truth, a life – a way to know and 

experience living now, as well as in the future, in truth of the Kingdom of God.  Jesus’ proclamation 

of the coming of that Kingdom into the lives of ordinary people did not consist of a list of do’s and 

don’ts by which we will someday be judged in or out.  No, it seems to me that he offered a way of 

living our lives in the presence of God’s love, now and for ever. 
 

I have told you before, and I will probably tell you again and again, that I am delighted by the 

election of Michael Curry to be our new Presiding Bishop.  Michael Curry is a man of deep faith, who 

brings together the ideas of evangelism and reconciliation.  He is a man who frequently talks openly 

about Jesus, and in so doing, dares us to do the same. 

In a recent video, our new Presiding Bishop said  “Now is our time to go.  To go into the 

world, to let the world know that there is a God who loves us, a God who will not let us go, and that 

that love can set us all free… 

The church can no longer wait for its congregation to come to it, the church must go where the 

congregation is.  Now is our time to go.  To go into the world to share the good news of God and 

Jesus Christ.  To go into the world and help to be agents and instruments of God’s reconciliation.  To 

go into the world, let the world know that there is a God who loves us, a God who will not let us go, 

and that that love can set us all free.  

This is the Jesus Movement,” he concluded, “and we are The Episcopal Church, the Episcopal 

branch    of Jesus’ movement in this world.” 
 

It seems clear to me that Jesus, whom we recognize as Christ the King, has made all of us “his 

people,” a people of a kingdom where all are welcome, where all are valued, where all are cherished, 

a kingdom ruled by the one of whom we can unashamedly say, he is our King of kings and Lord of 

lords, the one who will judge us most finally, but the one who loves us most fully. 

            Amen. 
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