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Church of the Holy Spirit 

Advocations—July 2015 
Dear Friends, 

We’ve reached the long days of summer and life is settling 
into a different rhythm.  In our little college town, people 
come and go all year; on the snowbird schedule, the 
university schedule, or just the frequent-traveler schedule.  
We are used to knowing that not everyone will come to 
church every single week. 

In recent weeks, however, attendance has fallen noticeably 
(after bouncing back in the fall of 2014).  It is very difficult for 

a congregation to function as a community of faith if it does not gather 
regularly to worship God, reflect on Scripture, and greet each other as brothers 
and sisters in Christ.  While it is absolutely true that Christ is present even in the 
midst of a small group, more faces and voices bring more joy and energy to our 
prayer and praise. 

On a practical level, as we seek to build community and move forward into the 
Church of the Holy Spirit’s future, both tasks are impossible if we do not gather 
regularly as a church family.  If our congregation is to grow in faith and 
dedication to God’s service – let alone in numbers – we need to spend time 
together and grow to know each other more deeply. 

In the same vein, we are also running behind budget in our pledging, since folks 
tend to fall behind if they are not in church regularly.  Pledge statements will go 
out in the first week of July, and when you receive yours, please pray over it and 
discern not only whether you are able to catch up at the six-month mark, but 
whether God is calling you to add a bit extra.  Although we are in no immediate 
danger of not being able to pay our bills, the budget this year has no room for 
error, and it would be counterproductive to have to pull money out of our 
endowments to meet operating costs.  Your prayerful commitment to pledging 
to CHS’ ministries is deeply appreciated; what is needed now is for us all to 
follow through. 

As we work with the staff and fellow clergy of the Episcopal Church in New 
Hampshire over the coming year, it is our participation – through our presence, 
ideas, vision, energy, and financial giving – that will show whether the Church 
of the Holy Spirit is a parish that is rebuilding and renewing itself for ministry, or 
one that is fading away.   

I happened to be looking over the parish history this week and noted that this is 
not the first time CHS has faced dwindling attendance.  In 1926, it was not 
uncommon to have only 6-8 people at a Sunday service.  Nevertheless, the 
parish pulled together, grew in faith, commitment and numbers, and carried 
out many decades of ministry in Plymouth and the area. 

We are strongest when we gather together.  Please make it a priority for the 
next six months and beyond! 

In God’s peace, 
Grace+ 
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Book Discussion Group Continues! 
Our church book group is reading Marcus Borg's 
"Convictions" on alternate Wednesdays. In July, we will be 
meeting Wednesday, July 1, 15, and 29 at 7:30 p.m.  Please 
contact the office (536-1321) for more details. 

Got Lunch! Plymouth Needs You! 
 
Got Lunch! Plymouth is excited to serve 
families in Plymouth with lunches during 
summer vacation. You can support the 
program with a financial gift or a donation 
of food. There is a box for food donations 
on the back table which includes envelopes 
for financial gifts. We particularly need 6 oz. 

canned chicken or tuna, quart size mayo, pint size peanut butter and jelly—
but all food donations are appreciated.  
 
For further information or to volunteer, check out 
www.gotlunchplymouth.org or email GotLunchPlymouth@gmail.com.  

Summer and Fall Office Hours 
Starting the week of July 13th, the office will be open from 9 a.m—1 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays through the summer and fall (rather than on 
Wednesdays). Please let us know if you have any questions! 

Looking for Involvement? Here are Some Ideas! 
The Church of the Holy Spirit has a long and proud tradition of musical 
involvement, and a succession of bishops have remarked on the vigor of our 
hymn singing. We are thankful for all those who have offered their voices to 
God in our choir over the years, and for our excellent organist, Ash Morgan. 
However, the choir's numbers have dwindled to the point that the few 
remaining faithful participants find it very difficult to carry on with singing 
every Sunday during the program year. We hope that other members of the 
congregation will come forward to join this ministry, which has given much 
joy to its participants and listeners over the years! If that is not the case, the 
choir may switch to a new schedule of singing once or twice a month.  

We are also looking for 2 volunteers for postcard ministry for December and 
November. You only need to do one of the two months, and it’s easy and 
fun! To volunteer, please contact Kathy Lennox at 536-4779. Also, several 
parishioners have brought in cards and postcards; we so appreciate it! Do 
you have extra blank cards lying around? Please consider donating them to 
the Postcard Ministry!  



  

A PRAYER FOR THE SEASON: O God, you are always creating us anew:  Pour your blessing on this con-
gregation of the Church of the Holy Spirit. Lead us in the path you would have us walk. Show us how to 
grow in love and honesty as a community of faith. And reveal to us the ways you are calling us to serve, in 
this place and at this time; that whatever we build may be built to your glory alone. Amen. 

Though this past Sunday's weather forecast was 
daunting, the rain stopped in time for us to enjoy Fire 
Church outside! A hearty group celebrated the shortest 
night of the year this past Sunday at Fire Church--
complete with a Local Food Feast!  

We gathered 
around the fire, 
shared bread, and 
sat for an amazing 
meal! We loaded up 
our plates with 
pulled pork from 
Porkside Farm, 

grilled BBQ chicken from Peaked Moon Farm, fresh 
salad and dressing with greens from Longview Farm 
and kefir from Huckins Farm, and toasted baguettes 
with local mushrooms and Huckins Farm cheese. We 
finished off dinner with strawberry shortcake, 
featuring Grace's homemade shortcake, fresh 
strawberries from Longview, and Huckins Farm cream. 

Many thanks to Beno for staying 
busy at the grill all evening to 
make sure the chicken kept 
coming, as well as to everyone 
who helped chop, slice, broil, stir, 
and assemble to bring the meal 
to everyone! 

Please join us for the next Fire 
Church at 5:30 p.m. on July 5th, 
as we celebrate a Liberation 
Cookout--and invite your friends!  

Celebrating the Summer Solstice and Local Food at Fire Church 

If you haven’t gotten a 
chance to pick up your 
Ten Talents 
informational packet, 
they were mailed out 
late last week, so you 
should be receiving it 
soon!  

Your challenge will be 
to multiply your ten 
dollars, using your own 
gifts and talents, and 

give the results back to 
the Church of the Holy 
Spirit. Last year, 
participants baked 
cheesecakes, made 
jam, planted lilacs, 
sewed tote bags, 
made cards, and more, 
and, this year, several 
folks are already busy 
multiplying. Join the 
fun!  

Ten Talents Fundraiser is Underway! 

  

Happy Birthday! 

Anne Hunnewell 

Betty McCutcheon 

Jane Naughton 

Bill Tedrow 

Elsa Turmelle 

Wavell Fogleman 

Peter Santore 

Claire Gervez 

Susan McKimens 

Suzanne Ring 

Andrea Goldthwaite 

Fran Belcher 

Winnie Hohlt 

Jonathan Santore 

Barbara Brooks 

Anne Cochran 

Happy Anniversary! 

Bill & Betty Batchelder 

Nick & Marylena 

Sevigney 

Dick & Anne Hunnewell 

Michael & Peggy Horton 

July Birthdays and Anniversaries 



SAVE THE DATE FOR THE TOWN-WIDE YARD SALE! Once again, CHS will be participating in Plymouth’s Town-
Wide Yard Sale on September 12th. Thanks to Bob Cochran for registering us! It’s never too early to begin thinking 
about items to donate, or to save the date to help out at the yard sale (it’s great exercise!). Be on the lookout for more 
details soon! 

The Rev. Canon Hannah Anderson, Canon to the 
Ordinary (that’s “the bishop’s assistant” if you need the 
translation from Episco-speak!) will be leading a series of 
fora in the 2015-2016 year.  The Church of the Holy Spirit 
is in a period of waiting – there are possibilities for how 
we can move forward as a community and deal with the 
challenges of our physical plant, but various factors are 
combining to show us that for now, we need to slow 
down and focus on building community and renewing our 
spirits within the congregation. 
  
Canon Hannah and two other clergy from the Episcopal 
Church of New Hampshire – Mark Pendleton and Bill 
Petersen – are coming alongside us to help us with our 
community building efforts.  Each of these afternoon fora 
will last about two hours and be followed by worship and 

a parish potluck dinner.  All dates are Saturdays. 

 
 Holy Waiting:  August 22 
Holy Listening:  October 24 
Holy Evaluation/Assessing:  December 5 
Discovery of Gifts:  February 20 
Discernment of the Call to Church of the Holy 
Spirit:  April 30 
  
Put the dates on your calendar now!  The more of us 
gather for these important conversations, the better we 
will do at deepening our commitment to God and to each 
other and discerning how the Holy Spirit, our patron, is 
moving in our lives and calling us to God’s work here in 
Plymouth and the surrounding area in 2015 and beyond.  

Community Fora with Canon Hannah Anderson Coming Up 

Family Worship continues to meet throughout the 
summer, at a new meeting place, the Plymouth United 
Methodist Church (PUMC), located at 334 Fairgrounds 
Road (see asterisked dates in the schedule)! Check out 
the photos of participants exploring The End of the 

Story (and the 
Beginning)!  

We'll next meet on July 
8th for a potluck dinner 
and the story of the 
Creation. All are 
welcome! We hope to 
see you there--and bring 
your friends! Questions? 

Please contact Grace at holyspiritrector@gmail.com.  
Please let us know if you need directions. 

The dates through August are finalized; check out the 
extended schedule: 
 
***July 8 – Creation 
***July 22 – Adam & Eve 

***August 5 – Noah 
***August 26 – Abraham 
September 9 – Jacob 
September 23 – Joseph 
September 30 – Exodus I 
October 14 – Exodus II 
October 28 – Ruth 
November 11 – Samuel 
November 18 – Daniel 
December 3 – Jerusalem 
*December 17 – Advent/
Christmas 
  
We are now on our third trip through many of these stories 
and I look forward to doing activities that engage the kids 
at a deeper level now that most are reading! 
  
Additional activities: 
     Halloween/All Saints’ party: Saturday, October 31 
     Family Sundays: 8/30, Blessing of the Backpacks; 
Advent I, November 29 
     Christmas pageant – TBA 

Summer Family Worship Schedule 



Local Events!  

Study Brahms and the 
Bible This Summer with 
the New Hampshire Music 
Festival!  Grace will be 
leading an ecumenical 
community series on 
Brahms' "German 
Requiem", one of the most 
beautiful and profound 
pieces in the choral 
repertoire.  The 
organizational session will 
be held on July 8 at 1:00 
PM at the Plymouth 
Congregational UCC.   

Education for Ministry 
Open House: EfM provides 
a 4-year curriculum that 
develops a theologically 
informed laity prepared to 
listen for and respond to 
God’s call. EfM helps lay 
persons discover and 
exercise their varied gifts 
for ministry wherever they 
live and work. Through 
study, prayer, and 
reflection, EfM helps 
participants move toward a 
new understanding of the 
connections between their 
faith and their lives. The 
seminar group, consisting 
of 6-12 participants and a 
trained mentor, meets 
weekly for 36 weeks. 
Participants are given 
weekly reading 
assignments.  

If you are interested in 
learning more, please 
attend an Open House at 
Trinity, Meredith on 
Tuesday, July 14, at 2:30 
p.m. Sessions will run 
September through June 
on Tuesday afternoons. 
Please call Robin Soller at 
279-6689 for more 
information. 

Happy families enjoying last year’s Family Fun Day. 

  

Second Annual Family Fun Day August 8th! 
The Second Annual Family Fun Day will be on Saturday, August 8th at 263 
Highland St. from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.! Mark it on your calendar!  

The planning committee has been hard at work already, putting together a 
fantastic list of activities! You can look forward to games for kids of all ages, 
face painting, music, a puppet show, a silent auction and 50-50 raffle, and--of 
course!--lots of delicious food. Everyone is welcome, so please spread the 
word! If you’d like to help with planning, please contact Barbara Brooks at 
744-3597. 

We are also looking for gardening items 
to fill the “Gardener’s Basket” at the 
back of the church for one of the many 
Silent Auction items! If you would like 
to donate some gardening gloves, tools, 
seeds, and more to add to the basket, 
please bring it to the church on Sunday! 
Thank you!  

Do you have a creative idea for a Silent 
Auction item? You are welcome to 
gather items for a basket, seek a gift 
card from a local business, and more! 



PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Coming Up Soon! 
July 1: Healing Service, 12:30 p.m., 263 Highland St. 

July 1: Book Discussion Group, 7 p.m., Call for details 

July 5: Fire Church Liberation Cookout, 5:30 p.m., Griswold Hall 

July 8: Family Worship: Creation, 5:30 p.m., PUMC 

July 8: Family Worship: Adam & Eve, 5:30 p.m., PUMC 

July 30: ECW Book Sale, 3 p.m., Griswold Hall 

August 5: Family Worship & Adult Forum, 5-7 p.m., PUMC 

August 8: Family Fun Day, 10 a.m—2 p.m., 263 Highland St. 

 

Regular Weekly Events 

Morning Prayer: 8:30 a.m.Tues-Fri, CLC 

AA: 7 a.m. Mon-Fri, Griswold Hall 

         7 p.m. Wed, Griswold Hall 

Al-Anon: 7 p.m. Mon-Griswold Hall 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

PO BOX 68 

PLYMOUTH, NH 03264 


