
St. Mark’s & Holy Spirit to Share Worship Spaces 

 

 The shared ministries of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Plymouth, and St. Mark’s, Ashland, are about to 

commence a new phase in the life of these congregations.  This is the result of many conversations among 

parishioners and the action of the Vestry and Bishop’s Committee of the two churches after their meeting in 

April with Bishop Hirschfeld. 

 Back in January, the Bishop presided at St. Mark’s Annual Meeting and asked that congregation to 

begin to share worship, fellowship and outreach with the Church of the Holy Spirit. The immediate result was 

an almost 50% increase in the Sunday attendance in Plymouth.  In addition, a new midweek Eucharist with 

Healing Prayers was added in Ashland.  In April, after reviewing the combined efforts to these two 

congregations, it was decided that the 9:30 a.m. Sunday worship service would be held in Plymouth for 

approximately seven months of the year and in Ashland for approximately five months of the year. 

 Beginning on Sunday, June 19, while the 8:00 a.m. Eucharist will continue at the Church of the Holy 

Spirit, the combined 9:30 a.m. Eucharist will be held at St. Mark’s Church in Ashland.  Church School will 

resume on Sunday mornings, and Altar Guild and Coffee Hour activities will be shared by the members of both 

congregations. The 11:00 a.m. Thursday midweek Eucharist will move to Plymouth beginning on June 23. 

Obviously, this change will not be easy for all, just as the move from St. Mark’s was not easy at first for 

that congregation.   At a special two-parish meeting held on May 1, Vestryman Dick Osborne shared some of 

the difficult realities that have led to the combining of the ministries of the two congregations: both churches 

have tried without success to increase their current size; in each parish, attendance was extremely low and 

financially each parish does not have enough financial resources to hire a priest on its own; and neither 

congregation would remain viable on its own. 

There has been great joy in the vitality of the life of these two congregations together over the last four 

months, and there is no small amount of anxiety about what the future may bring. No one yet knows what the 

end result will be.  But our two churches are committed to following the leading of the Spirit, to ending any 

distinctions between “them” and “us,” and moving forward to be the Episcopal Church in this part of the 

Pemigewasset Valley. 

 

 

  

  


