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ADVOCATIONS—JANUARY 2016 
 

Dear Friends at Church of the Holy Spirit, 

As we move from the old year to the new, everyone can sense a great deal 
of enthusiasm and joy in the fellowship of those who make up this 
congregation.  Each Sunday, there is a feeling of togetherness and 
confidence in the vitality of the parish.   

On the last Sunday of Advent, with almost sixty people in the pews for the 
late service, we heard from  the Book of Micah: “From you, O Bethlehem… 
who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to rule in Israel.”  In other words, although you are small in 
comparison to the other tribes, out of you will come the one who will rule. 

 Every small congregation, every tiny parish struggling to meet its 
budget, needs to take these words to heart: “from you shall come forth for 
me.”  A small church congregation can bring the fullness of God’s love to 
everyone we meet.  Yes, we are all bombarded daily with messages of 
‘bigness’ and ‘success,’ but don’t lose sight of the simplicity and the power 
that lies in each one of us.   God knows about smallness, and God loves each 
and every one of you, each unique person, made in God’s image and God’s 
likeness. 

In the words of the Magnificat, God “has looked with favor on our lowliness” 
and “has done great things” for us.  Remember, great doesn’t have to be 
huge or newsworthy.  Great can mean touching the heart of one person, 
helping someone who is hurting emotionally, radiating God’s love in the 
community where we live.   

Along with the joy in our new life together, there is also sadness.  We were 
sorry to say goodbye to the Rev. Grace Burson in October.  And in December 
came word that The Rev. Bayard Hancock had died peacefully at home.  Age 
91, By had been retired since 1990 when he completed thirty years as the  
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ADVOCATIONS   (Continued from page 1) 

 

Rector of the Church of the Holy Spirit.  During those years, 
By, supported by his wife Phyllis, was active in the Rotary 
Club, the Red Cross, the Plymouth Area Community Closet, 
Gardens for All, the Fresh Air Fund, the Pemi Bridge House 
and many other outreach activities.  We give thanks for the 
faithful service of By and Grace, and all the clergy who have 
served this congregation over the years.  

Yours in Christ, 

  Randy Dales 

 

 

FIRST COMING 

 
 He did not wait till the world was ready,  
 till men and nations were at peace. 
 He came when the Heavens were unsteady,  
 and prisoners cried out for release. 
 
 He did not wait for the perfect time.  
 He came when the need was deep and great. 
 He dined with sinners in all their grime,  
 turned water into wine. He did not wait 
 
 till hearts were pure. In joy he came  
 to a tarnished world of sin and doubt. 
 To a world like ours, of anguished shame  
 he came, and his Light would not go out. 
 
 He came to a world which did not mesh,  
 to heal its tangles, shield its scorn. 
 In the mystery of the Word made Flesh  
 the Maker of the stars was born. 
 
 We cannot wait till the world is sane  
 to raise our songs with joyful voice, 
 for to share our grief, to touch our pain,  
 He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice! 
    ~Madeleine L’Engle  
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ECW MEETING AND YANKEE SWAP 

 

On December 3, fourteen people gathered for a festive 
potluck luncheon, followed by a brief business meeting 
and Christmas Yankee Swap. This year, we invited 
spouses, which added to the fun and excitement of the 
swap. 
 
The meeting's main topic of discussion centered on a 
follow up regarding replacement of the worn carpet in 
Griswold Hall. Baker Valley Floors and Plymouth 
Furniture have both provided cost estimates. Randy 
reported that the Vestry has voted to provide some 
financial help for the project. 
 
Current outreach donations totaling $150 
are being made to two groups. Barbara 
and Bob Brooks were presented a gift 
certificate in appreciation for their 

ongoing Book Sales, which bring in 
substantial income to the ECW budget. 
 
The next meeting will be Thursday, 
January 7, 2016. Meetings are open to 
everyone in the parish as well as our 
friends and guests. We hope you'll join us! 

JANUARY STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

 

Thanks to all who have pledged for 2016; at the beginning of the year, we 
have 41 pledges totaling $78,544!  

 

Pledge envelopes for 2016 are available at the back of the church; if you’ve 
pledged and indicated that you’d like to receive envelopes, you’ll find a 
box with your name on them! If you haven’t pledged yet and would like to, 
please let the office know, and we’ll assign a box number for you! As was 
the case last year, we have some extra boxes available, so even if you can’t 
pledge, but would like envelopes for your contributions, please call or 
email Melissa at the office, and she’ll get you set up! 

“Tending the Vine” 

in the Plymouth area 
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JANUARY 

CELEBRATIONS 

 

Happy Birthday!! 

 

Peter Gallagher 

Eve Mauchly 

Hannah Durnan 

Larry Mauchly 

Nathaniel Gervez 

Milton Pettengill 

Sandy Kydd 

Pam Gould 

Mary Lambert 

Jim Crawford 

Kathy Lennox 

Isaac Hunnewell 

 

VESTRY MEETINGS 

 

The Vestry will hold its 
monthly meeting on the 

second Sunday of the 
month, immediately 

following the 9:30 service 
in the back of the 

church. The next meeting 
will be on February 14. 

All parishioners are 
welcome to attend. If you 
have something you wish 
to have included in the 
agenda, please speak to 
Joan Bowers or to Randy.  

A PRAYER FOR THE SEASON: O God, you are always creating us anew:  Pour your blessing on this 
congregation of the Church of the Holy Spirit. Lead us in the path you would have us walk. Show us how to 
grow in love and honesty as a community of faith. And reveal to us the ways you are calling us to serve, in this 
place and at this time; that whatever we build may be built to your glory alone. Amen. 

TWO VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE 

POSTCARD MINISTRY 

 

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to take a month 
writing for the Postcard Ministry! As things evolve, different 
months become available; we are currently looking for 
volunteers for November and December. It’s easy and fun! 
Writing birthday, anniversary, and thinking of you cards would 
be a great family project! To volunteer, please contact Kathy 
Lennox at 536-4779. Also, several parishioners have brought in 
cards and postcards; we so appreciate it! Do you have extra 
blank cards lying around? Please consider donating them to the 
Postcard Ministry!  

 

Many thanks to the current roster: Dick Hunnewell, Carol 
Perkins, Kate Donahue, Anne Buttolph, Jane Parziale, Jan 
Crawford, Kathy Lennox, Suzanne Ring, Stephanie Osborne, and 
Evie Michaud! 

2015 CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPORTS 

We’re working hard this week and next to get everyone’s 2015 con-
tribution reports out as soon as possible! Look for your contribution 
statements to arrive in the mail in mid-January, and please don’t 
hesitate to contact the office if you have questions! Thanks so much! 

 

ANNUAL MEETING AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Now that the holidays are past, we’re busy preparing for this year’s 
Annual Meeting at the end of this month, on January 31. Thanks to 
all who have sent in their committee reports already—we are off to a 
great start on the report publication! If you haven’t finished your 
reports yet, please send them in by January 17! We’ll be assembling 
the Annual Report soon! Thanks for your help! 



NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Are you Safe Church 
trained? We are always 
looking for nursery 
volunteers, so if you're 
available for any date, 
please contact Melissa at 
the office! 

 

PAST WEEKS’ SERMONS 

Did you miss a sermon? You can find copies of Randy’s sermons 
at the back of the church, as well as on the CHS website at 
www.holyspiritplymouth.org, under the “Worship” tab! 

SAVE YOUR OLD CHRISTMAS CARDS! 
 

What to do with those old 
Christmas cards after the 

holidays are over? If you 
don't save them, don't 
throw them away! Save 
them for Angie Criscuolo 
and Barbara Brooks, and 
they'll use them for 
crafting! You can leave 

them on the table at the back of the church (please label them 
"For Crafts"). Thank you!!  

DID YOU ENJOY THE HOLIDAY GREENS? 
 

From Angie Criscuolo: "I 
would like to thank the Altar 
Guild for putting the fresh 
greens and berries on the 
altar we have enjoyed the 
past few weeks in 
December. The greens were 
donated by Barbara Brooks. 
I have enjoyed the natural 
look. Happy Holidays to all!"  
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COMING UP SOON! 
 
January 3: Vestry Meeting, following 9:30 service, 170 Main St. 

January 7: ECW Meeting, 12 p.m., Griswold Hall 

January 31: Annual Meeting, after 9:30 service, 170 Main St. 

 

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS 
 
AA: 7:30 a.m. Mon-Fri, Griswold Hall 

AA (mens’ 50+ group): 5 p.m. Mon, Griswold Hall 

AA (womens’ group): 7 p.m. Wed, Griswold Hall 

Al-Anon: 7 p.m. Mon-Griswold Hall 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

PO BOX 68 

PLYMOUTH, NH 03264 


