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Advocations –  June 2014 

Dear Friends, 

 

In order to start writing this column, I had to wrench myself away from something 
that was far more entertaining, though not nearly as urgent:  putting together 
CHS’s “crowdfunding” campaign to help our capital campaign reach its goal.  
(Crowdfunding is an online mechanism by which numerous small contributions 
from people in many different places can add up to meaningful fundraising.)  
Which sounds like it should be boring, but I’m finding that between writing the 
script for our video and brainstorming “perks” to give to those who donate, it’s 
actually a lot of fun. 

And that seems to be emerging as a theme for the summer of 2014 at CHS: doing 
things that are important and necessary for the life of our congregation, but doing 
them with fun and flair.  We need to raise money, and we need to invite our 

friends and neighbors to discover what’s wonderful about this community of faith, but neither of these things 
will be very effective if we do them with a sour expression and a sense of obligation. 

And so we’re doing things we enjoy and find fun!  Washing bikes during Bike Week.  Using our gifts and 
talents to multiply our resources with the Ten Talents fundraiser.  Hosting a Family Fun Day for the 
community in August.  (See the inside of this newsletter for details on all these things!) 

A very energetic group is working on getting Fellowship Dinners started again, and a separate but overlapping 
group is quite excited about creating a spiritually-focused book club.  Both of these options will be excellent 
opportunities to invite people we know to discover what the Church of the Holy Spirit has to offer.  (At my 
last parish, I baptized a 16-year-old who had first come into the church community because one of his high 
school friends invited him to the parish Ice Cream Social.  Fellowship is as authentic a way of spreading our 
faith and the gospel as any.) 

On May 27, the Vestry is meeting to develop an overall strategy for hosting and promoting fellowship events 
that will be fun and easy to invite people to.  You’ll definitely be hearing more about this as the year goes on.  
Meanwhile, have fun participating in what we already have planned – and may God bless your summer fun, 
fellowship and relaxation! 

 

In God’s Peace, 

 

Grace+ 
Stay connected with CHS 

On Facebook 
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Read Our Updated Welcome Statement! 

Our welcome statement was drafted by our senior warden and approved by 
the vestry.  Look for it to start appearing in print, online, and around the 
church building!  

At the Church of the Holy Spirit , YOU are welcome! 

 We welcome natives of New Hampshire, flatlanders, foreigners, snow-
birds, and seekers of every sort. We are all “strangers and foreigners on 
the earth. . . seeking a homeland.” (Hebrews 11:13-14) 

 We welcome those dressed head to toe in furs and those dressed in faux 
everything – whatever it takes to get through our winters. 

 We welcome carnivores, locavores, omnivores, vegetarians, vegans and 
the gluten intolerant – you will find spiritual nourishment at the altar and 
physical nourishment at our Farmers’ Market. 

 We welcome Republicans, Democrats, Libertarians, Socialists, and “none 
of the above” – though you may want to schedule your vacation during 
Primary season. 

 We welcome the asexual, the heterosexual, and those who self-identify as 
LGBTQ; we welcome the single, the partnered, the married, the di-
vorced, and those living in families, no matter how functional or dys-
functional – we gratefully acknowledge that we are all “children of God. 
. . and joint heirs with Christ.” (Romans 8: 16-17) 

 We welcome both hawks AND doves – as well as peregrine falcons, bald 
eagles, and tamer critters such as dogs and cats, especially during our an-
nual blessing of the animals on the feast of St. Francis. 

 We welcome those who are addicted, those who are in recovery, and 
those who haven’t yet realized they have a problem. All of us are in de-
nial about something. 

 As an imperfect people, we have welcomed God’s love and forgiveness 
as shown in Christ. 

 We invite other imperfect people to join us in this journey of faith, dis-
covery, and growth. 

Do you have news to share? We’d love to hear from you! Send 
your announcements to Melissa Greenawalt, Parish 

Administrator, at holyspiritnh@myfairpoint.net. Submissions 
should be received by Wednesday morning to be included in that 

week’s email newsletter. 
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Ten Talents Fund- and Friend-Raiser 

 
In the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-25), God gives people resources for their work, and the gifts to 
multiply those resources.  This summer, CHS is going to experiment with doing the same! 
 
At the “launch” this month, you will receive a packet with a ten-dollar bill, and detailed instructions and 
suggestions.  Your challenge will be to multiply it, using your own gifts and talents, and give the results back to the 
Church of the Holy Spirit for the continuation of our ministry in Plymouth and the Lakes Region. 
 
You have until September 7 for your “Ten Talents” project.  Throughout the summer, CHS will have a table at 
the Farmers’ Market at which any member of the congregation is invited to sell “Ten Talents” items.  In addition, 
you are encouraged to share your project with your friends and neighbors, and involve them in both the creation 
and the sale of the items.  Other churches who have done this fundraiser have found it to be a great “friend-raiser” 
as well – it’s a great way to start the conversation about why you love and support this church! 
 
Start thinking about what you can do to use your gifts and talents to multiply this “seed money” for the sake of 
God’s kingdom! 

Kudos to CHS Parishioners! 

Two of the CHS family were celebrated last month: 
Doug Grant and Andrew Buttolph. The Plymouth 
Area Community Closet honored Doug with its 2014 
Community Service Award for his involvement in the 
Plymouth community. Andrew was recognized as a 
top honor student and valedictorian at PRHS. 
Congratulations, Doug and Andrew!  

May Celebrations 

Paula Hancock 

Bob Spiller 

Lois Grant 

Amy Reiter 

John Perkins 

Allan Hohlt 

Joshua Hunnewell 

Anne Buttolph 

Jim Ciemniewski 

Sonia Landry 

Neil Keller 

Pat L’Abbe 

Kristen Fischer 

Patsy Kendall 

Birthdays 

Robin & Joan Bowers 

Bob & Thelma Gregoire 

Jim & Anne Buttolph 

Bob & Anne Cochran 

Doug & Lois Grant 

David & Keren Hepworth 

Jim & Janette Crawford 

Dean & Meredith Sherman 

Ralph & Georgia Dexter 

Anniversaries 



Family Worship 2014 

Another year of Family Worship has come and gone, 
and all of the participants had a great time combining 
food, fellowship, and kid-friendly activities!  Check out 
the Family Worship participants below as they enjoyed 
exploring the topic of Baptism! We are most thankful 
for the generous hospitality of Holderness School in 
the 2013-14 year! 

What can we do to make Family Worship more 
meaningful for you and your family? If you have 
suggestions for next year, please don’t hesitate to 
contact Grace at holyspiritrector@gmail.com! 
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2014 Plymouth Farmers’ Market 

The Plymouth Farmers’ Market is here! This year, the 
market will run every Thursday from 3-6 p.m. June 5 
through September 4. As in years past, the market will 
be held at 263 Highland Street. Support local farms—
and have a great time! If you know of anyone who 
would like to be a vendor and would like an 
application, or for more information about the 
Farmers’ Market, please contact Carol Perkins at 536-
3823 or via email at cperk40119@aol.com. 

June 14th Bike Wash Fundraiser!  

CHS is organizing a bike wash fundraiser on Saturday, 
June 14th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  We could use 
volunteers, towels, buckets, items to sell (coffee, 
donuts, sodas, hot dogs, pies, lemonade, etc.)…and, 
most importantly, SUNSHINE!!! If you’d like to help 
out, please contact John McGovern at 
adcolejdm@hotmail.com or at 533-6003.  Stay tuned 
for additional details! 

Save the Date for Family Fun Day! 

Put Saturday, August 9th on your calendar for CHS's 
Family Fun Day! There will be activities for all, and we 
will keep you posted at every step of the planning 
process!  

Feast of  the Holy Spirit—June 8! 

Holy Spirit will celebrate its patronal festival - the feast 
of the Holy Spirit, Pentecost - on June 8.  We'll follow 
the 9:30 service with a parish cookout at Griswold 
Hall.  A sign-up sheet is available in the church and 
Susan McKimens is coordinating the lunch.  Come for 
some fun and fellowship - and an update on the pro-
gress of, and next steps for, the capital campaign! 

mailto:adcolejdm@hotmail.com


Capital Campaign Update 

To date, our capital campaign pledge total stands at 
$318,000, or 79.5% of the $400,000 goal!  This is really 
amazing for a small church like CHS!  We are now in the 
public phase of the campaign, and will be doing our best to 
increase the amount and frequency of communication about 
our progress.  The capital campaign committee’s plan for 
reaching the overall target includes crowdfunding (online 
giving that aggregates small amounts from members’ 
families, friends and others) and potentially subdividing and 
selling a small piece of the unused end of the Highland 
Street property.  On May 13, Joan Bowers and Grace met 
with the Standing Committee of our Diocese and gained 
permission to proceed with the sale of 170 Main Street 
(since our Diocese is the legal owner of the property).  We 
are also moving forward with PSU on that front, and 
working out the timing of appraisals to fit everyone’s needs 
and procedures.  We are still pursuing a Diocesan Advance 
Fund loan which has the potential to be forgiven up to 50%.  
Finally, the final Community Development Financing 
Authority grant application will be submitted next week; a 
staff member from the CDFA has conducted a site visit of 
the Highland Street location; and the Board meets in July to 
review applications and distribute funding.  The whole 
community of the Church of the Holy Spirit should feel 
good about this progress toward our vision of a barrier-free 
church that supports 21st-century ministry! 
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Georgia Turvey Dexter, 72, of Campton, 
passed away at Forestview Manor, in 
Meredith, on Friday May 9, 2014 with her 
devoted husband Ralph by her side. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Georgia’s 
memory may be made to the Central NH 
VNA & Hospice, 780 Main St., Laconia, 

NH 03246, or to an Alzheimer’s research charity of one’s 
choice. 

Georgia’s complete obituary can be found at 
www.obitsforlife.com/obituary/899531/Dexter-
Georgia.php 

Richard “Dick” Thomas Burne, 82, 
passed away on Friday, May 9, 2014 
at Catholic Medical Center, after a 
brief illness, surrounded by his loving 
family.  

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to the St. Jude Children's 

Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, 
TN 38105.  

Dick’s complete obituary can be found at 
www.obitsforlife.com/obituary/899532/Burne-
Richard.php 

Pilgrimage for Earth: 
From Loss to Hope 

Thursday, June 26 – Sunday, June 29 

You are invited to participate 
in healing the Earth community 
through a sacred journey – a 
pilgrimage – from loss to hope. 
In a time when climate change, 
mass extinction, and other 
environmental crises threaten 
people and other forms of life, 

Pilgrimage for Earth enacts the healing of the 
world through liturgy.  

Rooted in the Christian tradition of death and 
rebirth as exemplified in Easter – itself a 
transformation of loss into hope – the Pilgrimage 
welcomes people of all faiths and traditions. With 
multiple events over four days in New Hampshire 
and Vermont, participants may join the entire 
Pilgrimage or individual events.  

For complete details and schedule, please visit 
www.pilgrimageforearth.org. 

Supported by the Dioceses of Vermont and New Hampshire, 
St. James Episcopal Church, Woodstock, VT, and Church of 
the Woods, Canterbury, NH.   

https://shop.stjude.org/GiftCatalog/donation.do?cID=13522&pID=18290&frequency_selected=2&memoryFirstName=Richard&memoryLastName=Burne&sc_cid=ptn1
https://shop.stjude.org/GiftCatalog/donation.do?cID=13522&pID=18290&frequency_selected=2&memoryFirstName=Richard&memoryLastName=Burne&sc_cid=ptn1
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Acolytes and LEMs Needed! 

CHS still could very much use a few new ACOLYTES 
or LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS! These 
ministries help to make our worship orderly and 
meaningful. LEMs serve the chalice of wine during 
communion; acolytes carry the cross and gospel book 
and assist the priest in other ways. If you are interested 
in acolyting, contact Kate Donahue at 
kdonahue@prhs.sau48.org or 536-9539. If you are 
interested in being a LEM, contact Kathy at 
kmlennox@plymouth.edu or 536-4779. 

Postcard Ministry: Two More 
Volunteers Needed!  

A special "thank you!" to all those who volunteer to 
spread cheer as part of the Postcard Ministry:  

 Carol Perkins 

 Kate Donahue 

 Anne Buttolph 

 Jane Parziale 

 Jan Crawford 

 Kathy Lennox 

 Suzanne Ring 

 Evie Michaud 

 Keren Hepworth 

 Aditi Grover 
 
The Postcard Ministry needs two more volunteers--
one to fill in for Lois Grant for September, and a 
second to help spread cheer for the month of January. 
This month following Christmas can feel cold and 
lonely; many folks could really use a lift in the way of a 
kind word. Won’t you be that person? For one month, 
send birthday greetings, anniversary wishes, and simple 
“thinking of you” notes to parishioners. You’ll be 
supplied with everything you need, so if you’re 
interested, contact Postcard Ministry Coordinator 
Kathy Lennox at kmlennox@plymouth.edu or 536-
4779.  

Sunday Service Child Care—
Volunteers Needed! 

Volunteers are needed to help provide child care in the 
Undercroft during the 9:30 am service each week from 
September through mid-May. The shift lasts from 9:15 
– 10:30. If you are Safe Church trained and would like 
to help, please contact Melissa Greenawalt at 536-1321 
or email holyspiritnh@myfairpoint.net.  

Follow Grace’s Blog! 

Have you visited Grace's blog, "Parables of the Pea 
Patch"? You'll find each week's sermon there, as well 
as other writings and insights, so it’s a great way to 
stay even more connected. You can link to the blog at 
parableofthepeapatch.wordpress.com. 

ECW News 

The next ECW meeting will be on Thursday, June 5th 
at noon in Griswold Hall.  The June Book Sale will 
take place Thursday, June 26th from 3-6 p.m. in Gris-
wold Hall. (The Book Sales are always on the last 
Thursday of the month.) Please contact Barbara 
Brooks at 744-3597 with any questions.  

Volunteer Needed! 

Opportunity of a lifetime.  A person is needed to take 
food given at the Sunday services to the Food Depot.  
This can be done between 8AM and 11AM Tuesdays 
and Thursdays or the food can be left at PACC Thrift 
Shop when it is open.  Contact Doug Grant at 536-
5832 or a vestry member for more information. 

Convention Information 

Even though November seems a long way away, there 
are many preparations for the Diocesan Convention 
on November 8. If you’d like to take a look at the 
timeline, please visit the Convention website at 
www.nhepiscopal.org/2014-annual-diocesan-
convention. 

mailto:kdonahue@prhs.sau48.org
mailto:kmlennox@plymouth.edu
mailto:kmlennox@plymouth.edu
http://parableofthepeapatch.wordpress.com/
http://parableofthepeapatch.wordpress.com/
http://www.nhepiscopal.org/2014-annual-diocesan-convention
http://www.nhepiscopal.org/2014-annual-diocesan-convention
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