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The Songs of Advent  

 With echoes of John the Baptist still resounding in the wilderness 

*******************************************************************  

. . . for us to Repent and turn our lives around  

we may very well find this morning’s scripture lessons to be 

pregnant with a refreshing sense of hope and joy.   

Much to our amazement the shortening length of days and the 

darkness that surrounds us at this time of year seem to be rapidly 

changing as we watch for signs of the long awaited Messiah to 

enter our lives afresh.  

Scripture . . . acts as that source of strength and salvation that 

carries us through the darkest of days into the light of God’s 

grace.  

Since our earliest days as God’s children we have been guided on 

a loving journey where experience has been our greatest teacher . 

. . 

 and Joy . . .  the song of our Awakening. 

Songs of praise lifted to God . . .  
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have by their very nature been a meaningful way for us to thank 

God for the fulfillment of his promises since the beginning of all 

creation. 

Our Scriptures are an active reminder of how God’s people have 

forever shown their gratitude for all God’s blessings through the 

words of Psalms and songs. 

Today’s Isaiah’s passage is filled with that sense of Joy-filled 

awakening . . .  to all God’s goodness . . . And we actively envision 

Moral, Social and economic justice beginning to Blossom and set 

the stage for God’s Kingdom to prosper. 

You can just feel the hope in those crocuses popping up through 

the snow drifts as songs of joy abound. 

After hearing Isaiah’s words it’s hard to listen to James epistle that 

asks us to be patient . . . that the seeds of God’s goodness must 

be sown in the dark earth, nurtured and nourished before they 

can sprout and bear good fruit. 

And yet James is reminding us of the active pattern of the Advent 

journey: and draws our attention toward an  active participation in 

its gifts of sorrow, despair, reconciliation and new life. 

For it is here in this very place we travail the darkness of sorrow 

and despair  
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admit our need to reconcile our relationship with God and begin 

to sing the songs of gratitude for all God’s mighty acts of wonder 

and surprise  

that captured the hearts of our ancestors in days long ago and 

now cause us to rejoice in gladness for their presence in our lives 

 You might say . . . when we actively acknowledge salvation 

history as an active part of our Christian heritage. 

Songs of praise and thanksgiving sung as  heart- felt  expressions 

of our gratitude burst forth as we actively participate in the 

release of others from moral, social and economic injustice. 

Scripture reminds us that God has forever lifted up the lives of 

those thought to be of low estate . . . many of whom were 

women. 

Miriam gathers all the women safely ashore on the other side of 

the Jordan and with tambourine in hand actively leads them in 

song and dance 

 in praise of God’s awesome mercy and greatness.  

Sarah and Rebecca are granted the privilege to mother great 

prophets and leaders who will carry forth God’s word to all 

nations. 
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Hannah sings in adoration for the blessing of a long awaited son 

she has promised to God for his work on earth. 

And Elizabeth who bore the last of the great prophet’s . . . John 

the Baptist . . . in whose birth and prophetic voice God brings us 

across the bridge from an old way of being God’s people into a 

new and fruitful way of living as Children of the light        . . .  

 Advent might well be said to be the practice of active 

participation in God’s hopes and dreams for a morally, socially 

and economically just world. 

**************************************************************** 

In the wonder-filled song of the Magnificat  

Mary has just been visited by the Holy Spirit.  

She is told she is favored by God . . . 

To Not Be afraid . . . for the Holy Spirit will come upon her and she 

will conceive God’s son.  

She is to trust in God’s grace that this is meant to be 

*************************************************************** 
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I have to believe Mary trusted and loved God enough to believe 

the stories she had heard about God acting through her Ancestors 

in surprising ways to bring about new life where old ways no 

longer worked. 

The angel says . . . Do Not Be Afraid . . . 

And Mary bravely says Yes to mother the son of God . . . and our 

lives are forever changed. 

****************************************************************** 

Can any of us wonder why Mary hastened to the hill country to 

visit Elizabeth as soon as the Angel departed . . . 

A virgin, betrothed to marry . . . in first century society! 

My guess is she needed someone to talk to in a hurry and since 

God has also put her cousin Elizabeth in a strange position with 

culture she was the perfect person for Mary to trust. 

And in their meeting comes forth an enormous grace.  

                                                                                                        

Hearing Mary’s voice the child in Elizabeth’s womb leaps                                                                                                             

for joy!  
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***************************************************************** 

The prophesy of John the Baptist is revealed and the Messiah held 

in Mary’s womb is greeted with appropriate honor.  

A gift so full of wonder and grace that Mary’s heart bursts forth in 

song praising God for choosing her to be his blessed servant . . . 

to raise her up and use her to fulfill his purpose to bring about 

just ways of living here on earth in and through the active ministry  

of his son Jesus Christ.   

Is it any wonder this song is repeated in daily prayer around the 

Christian world. And is it any wonder that we want to make this 

our own special song to sing when we are lost and afraid or when 

we are spirited with the grace of God to do justice, love 

compassionately and walk humbly with our God. 

So much to contemplate, so much of ourselves to offer to others, 

as Advent actively moves forward day by day . . . 

In the mean time . . . 

Slow down . . . watch and wait with all the patience you can gather 

up . . . think about how you might address John the Baptist 

questioning Jesus as the true Messiah  
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and be ready to sing a new song from your heart . . . as the 

pipeline project in North Dakorta is reconsidered and better 

conditions sought for our native American brothers and Sisters. 

For you are a child of God actively participating in a never ending 

story where God will continue to call upon each and every one of 

us to walk in Christ like ways to bring about the incarnation of his 

Son Jesus Christ . . . our savior and redeemer afresh h and every 

day of our lives.             Amen                                                                                                                   

                                                                                            

 

                                                                                                  

 

 

 

   

 


