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Advocations –  October 2014 

Dear Friends, 

 
On September 9, the Church of the Holy Spirit received the disappointing news that our 
application for loan forgiveness from the Diocesan Advance Fund had been turned down. This 
news came as a severe blow to our plans to create a new church building that would better equip 
us to serve the community in Plymouth and the surrounding area. 

 

Thankfully, the call from the President of the Standing Committee, the Rev. Celeste Hemingson, 
informing us of the decision was only the beginning of a conversation.  The Vestry met that same 
evening, and again the following week with Bishop Rob, Diocesan CFO Kevin Nichols, Celeste 
Hemingson, and members of the Building and Capital Campaign Committees.  Most recently, 
Bishop Rob met in Concord with me and Senior Warden Joan Bowers. 

 

All these conversations have been helpful, productive, and filled with the Holy Spirit.  The parish and diocese have 
clarified many things about our mutual mission and goals, and the vision of a barrier-free, flexible, welcoming, eco-friendly 
building has by no means been abandoned.  However, we are taking a step back to make room for some work that needs 
to be done together. 

 

• As a parish, we must examine the ways we live, work and grow together, and take steps to make our community 
the strongest it can be. 

• We must also work with the church at the Diocesan level to make sure that we understand and are in tune with 
the mission and goals of the whole Episcopal Church in New Hampshire. 

• Reciprocally, the Bishop and those in the Diocese who make the decisions about extending resources to a project 
such as ours are eager to work with us and the mission we hope to extend through our building project. 

 

It is difficult to come to terms with the need for more conversation, work and discernment when we have been waiting so 
long for our vision to be realized.  Everyone involved in these conversations realizes that there are ways we could all have 
communicated better before reaching this point, and we will be making every effort to improve communication going 
forward.  However things play out in the coming months, we trust that God’s purposes are being worked out in and 
through us, and that the Holy Spirit, our patron, is alive and active in this place and time. 

 

Stay tuned for further details and for concrete plans of how the congregation will be involved in these conversations – and 
please, continue to pray for CHS, for the Episcopal Church in New Hampshire, and for God’s will to be done. 

 

In God’s peace, 

Grace+ 
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“Praying Our Pledges”: the 2015 
Stewardship Campaign is Underway! 

The pledges are beginning to come in for 2015! Have you sent in your 
pledge yet? When you do, please remember to write a prayer inside the 
cloud on your pledge card (see below for an example), so that we fill the 
sky of our stewardship banner with our prayers! 
 
You should have received your 
stewardship packet by mail by 
now.  If you don't receive one 
and would like to, please contact 
the office at 536-1321, and we'll 
be sure to send one out to you!  

As this issue went to press, we 
have received 4 pledges for a 
total of $6,685!  

Do you have news to share? We’d love to hear from you! Send 
your announcements to Melissa Greenawalt, Parish 

Administrator, at holyspiritnh@myfairpoint.net. Submissions 
should be received by Wednesday morning to be included in 

that week’s email newsletter. 

“I pray for the good health and 
happiness of our CHS family.” 
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Town Wide Yard Sale a Rousing Success!! 
 

Saturday, September 6th was gray and humid, but that didn't stop folks from searching 
for great deals all through Plymouth--including here at CHS! The ECW sold pie slices 
to hungry shoppers (because you KNOW it's hard work yard sale-ing!!), while a trusty 
team of volunteers helped out in so many ways: traffic control, lugging items outside, 
watching the weather, helping customers carry items, counting cash, and toting unsold 
items to the dump at the end of the day 
 
We’d like to extend a heartfelt “thank you!” to everyone who participated in or 
volunteered at the recent Town Wide Yard Sale. Your participation was very much 
appreciated.  With each person doing his/her part we raised over $1,600 in support of 
the church, which is a record!  Your hard work turned a lot of dusty, unused items into 
some much needed cash for the church.  Thank you for your time and effort and for 
stepping up for this project!  
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Ten Talents: And the Winner Is... 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Ten 
Talents fundraiser! We've tallied up the results and are 
pleased to announce that the recipient of the prize for 
the most funds raised goes to...(*drum roll*)...Wavell 
and Susan Fogleman!! Wavell's cheesecakes and 
daylilies were a big hit, as were Susan's cards; by 
working hard at the Farmers' Market and spreading 
the word to their friends and families, they multiplied 
their $10 starter fund to $255.  Great job! 
 
Runner up Fred & Pam Gould sold $120 worth of 
French lilacs, and Grace and Peter were close behind, 
with $115 from Peter’s artful drawings! 
 
But we don't want to forget the great work of all who 
participated; your combined contributions totaled 
$1,480, all of which benefits the church.  

Coming Up: Fall Book Discussion Group 

          Spritual?Spritual?    Religious?Religious?  

        Both?Both?    Neither?Neither? 

  

Join us for a 5-part discussion of the touching and funny book When “Spiritual But Not Religious” is Not Enough by 
Lillian Daniels. Publishers Weekly calls the book “. . . a rich banquet for. . . lifelong congregants, disaffected 
Christians, and confused seekers alike.” Participants met in mid-September for a planning meeting; please stay 
tuned for details, or call 603-238-3141 or 603-536-5889 for further information and to sign up for the series.  

October Celebrations 

Michael Buttolph 

Joan Bowers 

Bob Gregoire 

Carol Perkins 

Doug Smith 

Merrill Lievens 

Bill Batchelder 

Noah Mauchly 

 Guy Tillson 

Pat Pettengill 

Gonzalo Isidro-Bruno 

Charlie Donahue 

Jane Parziale 

Katherine Desloges 

Jim Buttolph 

Birthdays 

Matt Lynch & Suki Brown 

William & Sandra Adams 

Larry Mauchly & Sara Smith 

David & Andrea Goldthwaite 

Bill & Sharen Tedrow 

Brendon & Christine Hoch 

Milton & Pat Pettengill 

Anniversaries 

Our apologies to Suki Brown and Betty 

Batchelder, whose names were inadvertently 

omitted from the September birthday list! Please 

wish them belated birthdays! 

It's a Hockey Night in NH! 

Thanks to Brendon Hoch for putting together a great 
trip to see the Manchester Monarchs vs. the St. John’s 
Icecaps! Join the fun at the Verizon Wireless Arena in 
Manchester on Saturday, November 1 at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $18 (by cash or check payable to Brendon 
Hoch), of which $5 will support CHS. The deadline 
to sign up is October 27; please mail in the form 
included in the newsletter to sign up. Please contact 
Brendon Hoch at 536-5668 with any questions.  
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Red Cross Blood 
Drive 

We will be having an American 
Red Cross Blood Drive on 
Monday, November 10, 2014 
from 1-6 p.m. at 263 Highland 
Street. Please consider becoming 
a donor. Fear needles? That’s 
okay, too; volunteer to help 
during the drive, or donate 
cookies, brownies, juice, and 
other sweet goodies for those 
who have donated blood! To 
make an appointment to donate, 
please call the Red Cross at 1-
800-733-2767. Questions? 
Please contact John McGovern 
at 533-6003.  

It's Time to Contribute to the CHIPs Program! 
  
Want to bring a smile to a child’s face and an inmate’s heart this Christmas? Consider donating a gift to the CHIPs 
Program, which provides Christmas gifts for the children of incarcerated parents in the NH Prison system.  The 
parish delegation will bring all gifts collected before November 2 to the Diocesan Convention on November 8, 
and the gifts will be collected and sorted and taken to the various state prisons.  Inmates will shop for a Christmas 
present for their child(ren) and present them at a Christmas party for the inmates and their families. The ages of 
the children range from birth to 15. Each donated gift should not exceed $20.  If the gift requires batteries please 
include them as part of the gift.  Please remember the children in the 12-15 age group; they are often overlooked. 
 
If you would like to participate, please leave donated gifts in the boxes at the back of the church.  Don't feel up for 
gift shopping this year? Your monetary contribution is also welcome; simply place your contribution (marked 
“CHIPs” on the memo line) in the collection plate.  
 
Remember, the deadline is November 2! Please contact us at the office with additional questions. 

Stay connected with CHS 

On Facebook 



Save the Date! Autumn Retreat 

Join us on November 22nd for an autumn retreat! Stay 
tuned for more details in the weeks to come. 

Family Worship - Fall 2014 

It’s time once again for Family Worship! Check out this season’s schedule. All sessions 
are Wednesdays, 5:30-7:00 at the Holderness School, and consist of a potluck dinner, 
followed by a brief, family-oriented bible story. 
  
October 8            Exodus I 
October 22          Exodus II 
November 5        Esther 
November 19       Jonah     
December 3         Jerusalem 
December 17       Advent/Christmas 
 

All are welcome! We hope to see you there--
and bring your friends! Questions? Please 
contact Grace at holyspiritrector@gmail.com. 
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Help CHS While You Shop 

Thanks to everyone's continued support of the 
Hannaford gift card program! We'll be at it again this 
week, so simply visit John McGovern during coffee 
hour to purchase one or more $50 gift cards (if you 
attend the 8 a.m. service, Grace will help you).  You 
can pay with either cash or check; if paying with cash, we 
would appreciate exact change!  If all of us who shop at 
Hannaford participate in this program, we could 
generate several hundred dollars a month for the 
church budget at no additional cost to us. 

Nursery Volunteers Needed! 

It’s true: school has started for the year. That means 
I’m looking for volunteers to help provide child care 
in the Undercroft during the 9:30 am service each 
Sunday through mid-May. The shift lasts from 9:15 – 
10:30. If you are Safe Church trained and would like to 
help, please contact Melissa at 536-1321 or at 
holyspiritnh@myfairpoint.net.  

Acolytes and LEMs Needed! 

CHS could very much use a few new ACOLYTES or 
LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS! These ministries 
help to make our worship orderly and meaningful. 
LEMs serve the chalice of wine during communion; 
acolytes carry the cross and gospel book and assist the 
priest in other ways. If you are interested in acolyting, 
contact Kate Donahue at kdonahue@prhs.sau48.org 
or 536-9539. If you are interested in being a LEM, 
contact Kathy at kmlennox@plymouth.edu or 536-
4779. 

UTO Offerings 

Save the dates: we will be collecting UTO Offerings 
on  November 30 and December 7.  

mailto:kdonahue@prhs.sau48.org
mailto:kmlennox@plymouth.edu
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