
                                           Timeline since January 2015 -- CHS 

January 2015 – Mutual Ministry Review with vestry and Canon Hannah Anderson and the Rev.  

                         Ted Rice 

 Annual Meeting (see notes attached from attending parishioners) 

Follow-ups – Rector met with Ted  

  A few after-church meetings (both with and without potluck lunch) 

August 2015 – Hannah facilitated Parish discussion 

 Rector indicated desire to leave so departure time/transition negotiated as of 

Oct. 1 

October 2015 – Rev. Canon Randy Dales joined CHS as Priest-in-Charge on Oct. 18, 2015 

January 2016 – Randy named Vicar of St. Mark’s 

 Annual meeting on Jan. 31, 2016 – St. Mark’s parishioners joined CHS to 

begin worship, etc. together  

April 2016 – Meeting of CHS and St. Mark’s leadership with Bishop Rob  

January 2015 Annual Meeting Question: The church’s mission is to engage with, listen to, 

and serve the community that surrounds it. How can we find out what is going on in our 

towns and how our gifts and needs might mesh?  

Responses:  

 We need to do more listening to find out how our talents can be used in the 

town 

 Have all local Church leaders meet/greet to share Outreach programs 

 Collaborate across faith communities 

 More interacting with the other churches in Plymouth area 

 By being involved in our community outside of this church 

 Information sessions re areas of need – mental health, domestic violence, 

hunger, additions, children’s needs, etc. 

 We need to attend more public gatherings and talk to people and listen! 

 Set a good example – pray with [our] feet 

 Listening to the stories of others 

 Help those who are in need 

 Anything that one might do to help in the community – like giving of self, 

money, clothes, and food 

 Join prayer groups, invite others, help with organization of and do ecumenical 

ideas relating to faith and prayer.  

 Inform people where they can get help  



January 2015 Annual Meeting Question: We are all together in the midst of what often 

feels like a very difficult situation. How can we build community within the parish so as to 

make our congregation stronger to face the challenges ahead?  

Responses:  

 More fellowship dinners, groups, etc. 

 SPREAD the Good News to our Neighbors 

 Get together, communicate 

 Cultivate patience. Extend beyond our comfort zone. 

 Have a noon service – more of them – for elders to attend 

 Go with who shows re fellowship – less concern re numbers 

 Show up where you are not expected 

 We need to hear more of each other’s stories and get comfortable telling ours 

 Helping others when they need us and not to forget those in need, sickness, or 

other issues 

 Contact other parishes and find out what they are doing 

 Talk to and listen to each other 

 Talk up church attendance among the less regular – your choices are 

community centered 

Quotations from Sr. Warden’s report, Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016: 

“. . . while welcoming Randy and his many gifts, we can’t presume that he will be able to ‘fix’ 

everything that needs improvement in our church. Both his and our financial situation dictate 

having Randy available for considerably less time than our previous rector. He cannot be 

expected to do and/or to lead every ministry of this church. . . .  

 Do we fully realize that all baptized Christians are called to ministry? 

 Have we assessed our gifts and talents individually and collectively? 

 Have we reflected upon how we might be called individually and as a 

congregation [to help meet local/regional needs]? 

 Have we deployed our gifts and talent’s for God’s kingdom?  

 

“The Church is the only society that exists for the benefit of those who are not its 

members.”              Archbishop William Temple   

 

“We could not be a nice social club or . . . ‘a lonely crowd in pursuit of private ends.’ We 

had to understand the old roles of the church: as witness, as prophet, as place of fire.” 

                                                                                  Nora Gallagher  

 


