
August 2015 

Volume 18, Issue 8 

Church of the Holy Spirit 

News and Notes 
ADVOCATIONS—AUGUST 2015 

 

I’ve never quite understood why summer is considered to 
be prime reading season (after all, who doesn’t like curling 
up by the fire with a book, blanket and a cup of hot cocoa 
when it’s snowing?) but the newspapers, blogs and other 
media are full of “summer beach reading lists” at this time 
of year.  So I thought I would contribute my own for this 
August! 

Marcus Borg, Convictions.  The writer and scholar, who died 
in January, had just published this book, which is a summing

-up of his life and his intellectual journey from the conservative Lutheranism 
of his youth to his later progressive stance on faith and life.  Our book group 
read this together in June and July and enjoyed the resulting discussion. 

Lauren Winner, Wearing God.  Do you sometimes feel like it’s hard to relate 
to images of God as Father, Lord and King?  Or just that you’ve heard those 
words so many times that they’ve lost their meaning?  Winner, a priest and 
professor who converted to Christianity from Judaism, investigates the 
images of God in scripture that get less attention:  clothing, laughter, fire, a 
woman giving birth, and other intriguing and challenging ways of thinking 
about God. 

Francis Spufford, Unapologetic. This scathingly funny, profoundly honest, 
often profane book presents the arguments of a former atheist for why (in 
the words of its subtitle) “despite everything, Christianity can still make 
surprising emotional sense”.  Along the way, Spufford retells the story of 
Jesus in a way that will surprise and inspire even lifelong Christians. 

Tony Jones, Did God Kill Jesus?  This is the only book on the list I haven’t 
read, but I plan to pick it up soon – it’s described as a lively and engaging 
tour through two thousand years of Christian thought about why the 
Crucifixion was necessary, and what it means for us today. 

Rob Bell, Love Wins. This book is a bit older than the others and is rapidly 
becoming a classic.  Coming from an evangelical background, the author 
makes an argument that most of us have probably already accepted – that 
God’s love is infinite and that God does not choose to condemn anyone to 
hell. 

I hope you enjoy your summer reading adventures – and consider joining 
the book group when it starts up again soon! 

In God’s peace, 

Grace+ 
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FAMILY FUN DAY IS THIS SATURDAY! 

The Second Annual Family Fun Day is just around the corner, on Saturday, 

August 8th at 263 Highland St. from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.! Will we see you 
there? 

The planning committee has worked hard this summer to put together a 
fantastic list of activities for folks of all ages to enjoy! Visit our “Wee 

House”! Participate in games for kids of all ages, blow bubbles, listen to 

music, enjoy a puppet show, decorate your own cupcake, get lucky at the 

50-50 raffle, and--of course!--lots of delicious food, including a taco bar, 

Longview Farm’s delicious corn on the cob, hot dogs, and more! The 
silent auction is shaping up to be a big one, with many fantastic items up 

for bid, including a Stationery Basket, two Gardeners’ Baskets, and Doula 
services from Grace.  (You’ll have to come on Saturday to see the rest of 

the auction items…as well as the other surprises!!) 

Everyone is welcome, so please spread the word! 

READERS NEEDED FOR AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 

 
We are looking once again for readers for 

several Sundays this month and next. If you're 

available to read on August 9th or 23rd, or any 
date in September, please contact us at the 

office to sign up! Like the picture says, it's 

easier than eating pie! (Okay...okay...that's open 
to discussion--but it IS easy!)  
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Last year’s Family Fun Day was a big hit! Help make this year’s even better! 
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A PRAYER FOR THE SEASON: O God, you are always creating us anew:  Pour your blessing on this congregation 
of the Church of the Holy Spirit. Lead us in the path you would have us walk. Show us how to grow in love and 
honesty as a community of faith. And reveal to us the ways you are calling us to serve, in this place and at this 
time; that whatever we build may be built to your glory alone. Amen. 

Hot summer weather calls for 

a little bit of celebration, so 
Fire Church is going to the 

beach! (Or rather, bringing 
the beach to us.) Come 

“Wade in the Water” and 
enjoy a tropical feast in the 

heat of summer, this Sunday, 

August 2! There will be a 
wading pool for kids (and 

grownups …). Enjoy FREE 
dinner, and then gather 

around the hearth with us!  

Also join us for the Harvest Feast on August 30th! All events start at 5:30 p.m. 

at Griswold Hall. 

AUGUST FAMILY WORSHIP AND ADULT FORUM 

CELEBRATE AUGUST WITH FIRE CHURCH! 

Join us for our second combined 

Family Worship & Adult Forum on 
August 5 from 5-7 p.m. This session 

of Family Worship will include an 
adult forum at the same time as the 

children's program, to give our 
different congregations the chance for 

fellowship and conversation. We will 

share dinner first, and then enjoy a 
story and activity. This week's session 

will begin at 5 instead of 5:30 to 
accommodate the adult forum. We 

hope you'll join us as we seek to 
integrate our various church 

communities!  

Family Worship Schedule: 

***August 5 – Noah 
***August 26 – Abraham 

September 9 – Jacob 
September 23 – Joseph 

September 30 – Exodus I 
October 14 – Exodus II 

October 28 – Ruth 

November 11 – Samuel 
November 18 – Daniel 

December 3 – Jerusalem 
*December 17 – Advent/Christmas 
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WANT INVOLVEMENT? 

SING IN THE CHOIR! 

The Church of the Holy Spirit has a 
long and proud tradition of musical 
involvement, and a succession of 
bishops have remarked on the vigor 
of our hymn singing. We are 
thankful for all those who have 
offered their voices to God in our 
choir over the years, and for our 
excellent organist, Ash Morgan. 
However, the choir's numbers have 
dwindled to the point that the few 
remaining faithful participants find 
it very difficult to carry on with 
singing every Sunday during the 
program year. We hope that other 
members of the congregation will 
come forward to join this ministry, 
which has given much joy to its 
participants and listeners over the 
years! If that is not the case, the 
choir may switch to a new schedule 
of singing once or twice a month.  

Additional activities: 

Halloween/All Saints’ party: Saturday, October 31 
Family Sundays: August 30, Blessing of the Backpacks; Advent I, November 29 

Christmas pageant – TBA 



IMPORTANT AUGUST 

DATES 

The Sunday morning and 
Wednesday evening 
congregations will once again 
come together on the evening 
of Wednesday, August 5, 
from 5-7 p.m.  

On August 16, we will 
worship with the congregation 
of St. Mark's, Ashland, at 9:30 
a.m. (there will be no 8:00 
service).  

On Saturday, August 22, 
Canon Hannah Anderson and 
Rev. Mark Pendleton will join 
us for an in-depth 
conversation to begin to build 
up the parish as a community 
of learning and faith. The 
August 22 event will be 
followed by worship and a 
potluck supper. These 
conversations are essential as 
we face the major decisions 
we must make in the 
upcoming year. Please make 
every effort to be there.  

Bishop Frank Griswold will 
lead a brief, quiet worship 
service at CHS at 9:00 on 
Sunday, August 23; Grace 
and anyone else who’s 
interested will attend the 9:00 
service at St. James’, Keene, 
NH, as part of the 50th 
Anniversary Commemoration 
of Jonathan Daniels. 

It seems impossible that kids 
will be returning to school in a 
month, but it’s true! On 
August 30th, school children 
at CHS will participate in the 
"Blessing of the Backpacks" at 
the 9:30 service. Bring your 
backpack and be blessed for 
the upcoming school year!  

“HOLY STORYTELLING” WITH HANNAH ANDERSON 

If you haven't received your mid-year 

contribution report, please let us know at the 
office. Overall, as of June 30, we are nearly 

$10,000 behind on pledging. If you are 

current on your pledging--thank you! If you 

are behind but can give a little more toward 
your pledge, it would help CHS stay on track 

through the remainder of the year!  

This is the first of a series of five forums 

in 2015-16. Canon Hannah Anderson 
will lead us in exploring our identity as a 

faith community as we face major 
decisions in the upcoming year.  

This series is an absolutely essential part 
of our discernment of CHS’ future.  We 

need to rebuild our community, 

rekindle our energy for God’s mission, 
and revitalize our desire to learn about 

our faith. It is only on this foundation 
that we can move forward with the 

decisions that need to be made.  

I know that it feels that things are 

moving frustratingly slowly, but as we 
are in conversation with folks at PSU, 

Holderness School, and the New 

Hampshire Episcopal Church, it is very 

clear on all fronts that the Spirit is 

calling us in this moment to slow down, 
wait on God, and work on our own 

community in preparation for what 
comes next. We know for certain that 

God is with us in our waiting and our 
prayer. 

The forum will go from 2-4:30 p.m. at 

Griswold Hall, followed by worship and 
a potluck supper, wrapping up around 

6:30.  Childcare will be provided. 

TEN TALENTS UPDATE 

MID-YEAR PLEDGE UPDATE 

We’re just over halfway through the 

Ten Talents fundraiser for this year, and 
we’d love to see what you’ve been 

doing! How are you multiplying your 
talents? Send us photos of your 

creative ideas, and we’ll share them to 
inspire others! Join the fun!  
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Don’t forget to check the upcoming events on the back page of News and 
Notes! Got news and photos of your own? We’d love to hear from you! 

Once again, CHS will be participating in Plymouth’s Town-Wide 

Yard Sale on September 12th. Save the date to help out at the 
yard sale (it’s great exercise!), and get your donated items 

ready! We'll be prepping for the sale the week of September 7, 
so save a couple of those dates to help sort and price items!  

Happy Birthday!! 

Graham Sevigney 

Christine Hoch 

Doug Grant 

Ginny Paul 

David Goldthwaite 

Andrew Buttolph 

Brenda Conrad 

Albert Conrad 

Evie Michaud 

 

Happy Anniversary!! 

Bob Spiller & Corinne Collins-Spiller 

Allan & Winnie Hohlt 

Mike & Liz McKinney 

Carl & Suzanne Ring 

Don & Sarah Hundgen 

Tom & Frankie Witmer 

Pierre Gervez & Kate Harrington 

Peter Durnan & Kristen Fischer 

Paul & Libby Wilson 

SAVE THE DATE—TOWN WIDE YARD SALE 

AUGUST CELEBRATIONS 
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We are looking for 2 volunteers for 

postcard ministry for December 
and November. You only need to 

do one of the two months, and it’s 
easy and fun! Writing birthday, 

anniversary, and thinking of you 
cards would be a great family 

project! To volunteer, please 

contact Kathy Lennox at 536-4779. Also, several parishioners have 
brought in cards and postcards; we so appreciate it! Do you have 

extra blank cards lying around? Please consider donating them to 
the Postcard Ministry!  

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 

LOVE WRITING? TRY THE POSTCARD 

MINISTRTY 

Our church book group is in the process of choosing our next book; 

in the meantime, check out some of the books in Grace’s 
Advocations column in this newsletter! We typically meet on 

alternate Wednesdays; stay tuned for our next meeting date, which 
will be in early September. Contact the office (536-1321) for more 

details.  



COMING UP SOON! 
 
August 2: Fire Church Beach Party Cookout, 5:30 p.m., Griswold Hall 

August 5, Quilting, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Griswold Hall 

August 5: Healing Service, 12:30 p.m., 263 Highland St. 

August 5: Family Worship/Adult Forum, Noah, 5-7 p.m., PUMC 

August 8: Family Fun Day, 10 a.m-2 p.m., 263 Highland St. 

August 16: Worship at St. Mark’s, 9:30 a.m., 18 Highland St., Ashland 

August 22: Community Forum—”Holy Storytelling,” 2:00-4:30 p.m., Griswold Hall 

August 23: Worship  Service with Bp. Frank Griswold, 9:00 a.m., 170 Main St. 

August 23: Jonathan Daniels 50th Anniversary  Service, 9:00 a.m., St. James’, Keene 

August 26: Family Worship: Abraham, 5:30 p.m., PUMC 

August 27: ECW Book Sale, 3-6 p.m., Griswold Hall 

August 30: Blessing of the Backpacks, 9:30 a.m., 170 Main St. 

August 30: Fire Church Harvest Feast, 5:30 p.m., Griswold Hall 

 

REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS 
 
Morning Prayer: 8:30 a.m.Tues-Fri, CLC 

AA: 7 a.m. Mon-Fri, Griswold Hall 
         7 p.m. Wed, Griswold Hall 
Al-Anon: 7 p.m. Mon-Griswold Hall 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

PO BOX 68 

PLYMOUTH, NH 03264 


