
A Note From Randy 

 

As we all endure ever strident debates in this presidential election year, the subject of income 

inequality and the plight of the least affluent among us is a constant topic of conversation. As 

followers of Jesus, we will no doubt find ourselves in different places on the political spectrum, 

with differing ideas on the roles of individuals, communities and governments in addressing 

economic issues.  And that is fine. 

 

I would, however, commend to you a little piece by Richard Rohr on what he calls "God's 

preferential option for the poor." Perhaps this might stimulate thoughtful conversations, rather 

than political debate, among us about our own roles in response to the needs of the 

impoverished. 

  

Rohr writes, “One of the great themes of the Bible, which begins in the Hebrew Scriptures and 

is continued in Jesus and Paul, is called “the preferential option for the poor”; I call it “the bias 

toward the bottom.” We see the beginnings of this theme about 1200 years before Christ with an 

enslaved people in Egypt. Through their history God chooses to engage humanity in a social 

and long-standing conversation. The Hebrew people’s exodus out of slavery, through twists 

and turns and dead ends, finally brings them to the Promised Land, eventually called Israel. 

This is a standing archetype of the perennial spiritual journey from entrapment to liberation. It 

is the universal story. 

 

"Moses, himself a man at “the bottom” (a murderer on the run and caring for his father-in-law’s 

sheep), first encounters God in a burning bush (Exodus 3:2). Like so many initial religious 

experiences, this happens while Moses is alone—externally and interiorly. The encounter is 

nature-based and transcendent at the same time: “Take off your shoes; this is holy ground” (see 

Exodus 3:5). This religious experience is immediately followed by a call to a very costly social 

concern for Moses’ own oppressed people, whom he had not cared about up to then. God said, 

“I have heard the groaning of my people in Egypt. You, Moses, are to go confront the Pharaoh 

and tell him to let my people go” (see Exodus 3:9-10). 

 

"There, at the very beginning of the Judeo-Christian tradition, is the perfect integration of action 

and contemplation. First, the transformative experience takes place through the burning bush. 

Immediately it has social, economic, historical, and political implications. How did we ever lose 

sight of this when our Scriptures and tradition begin this way? The connection is clear. There is 

no authentic God experience that does not situate you in the world in a very different way. 

After an encounter with True Presence you see things quite differently, and it gives you 

freedom from your usual loyalties and low-level payoffs—the system that gave you your 

security, your status, your economics, and your very identity. Your screen of life expands 

exponentially. This transformation has costly consequences. Moses had to leave Pharaoh’s 

palace to ask new questions and become the liberator of his people.” 


